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COURAGEOUS  
KIDS 

CLIMBING  

Providing people with special the needs the opportunity to experience the various forms of rock climbing. 
 

FROM THE EDITOR: 

I hope that everyone had a great 

holiday season! 

In an effort to keep this newsletter 

interesting as well as cutting down 

on e-mails, I am now going to a bi-monthly format. 

We have added slacklining to our menu of 

activities.  This also enables us to visit schools and 

other organizations to conduct events.  If you are 

interested in hosting an event, let me know. 

I often get asked, “Who pays for all of this stuff?”  

All of our adaptive climbing equipment has either 

been donated or the money needed to purchase the 

equipment has been donated.  The cost for T-shirts 

is picked up by local businesses that want to support 

our efforts.  (See contribution under Jeff’s Slackline 

below.) 

As a result of my efforts to cut costs, you will notice 

that on most weekends, I will be conducting two 

events (and maybe a slackline event) in the same 

area.  Hopefully this will cut down on travel 

expenses. 

As the New Year begins, we have 15 events 

planned.  There are a couple of events still being 

negotiated. 

All Courageous Kids Climbing events are offered 

free of charge to any child between the ages of 3-

months and 103-years with special needs, physical 

or developmental. We can accommodate most 

children with special needs under 300-pounds.  All 

kids wear a safety harness during the event (except 

when bouldering).  We have experience working 

with both physically and developmentally 

challenged kids.  Cancer survivors and burn 

survivors are also encouraged to attend our events 

as well as wounded warriors. 

Would you please share our newsletter with at least 

one special education teacher, physical or 

occupational therapist or a caregiver for a person 

with special needs? We need to grow our events!  

Any and all help is greatly appreciated! 

Thank you for your continued support and I look 

forward to seeing you at one of our upcoming 

events! 

Jeff Riechmann 

Event Coordinator / Editor  

IN THIS ISSUE:  

Here are some of the items that will be highlighted 

in this issue: 

• Upcoming events 

• Year End Report 

• Future Goals 

• Research Intern 

• 2018 Schedule 

NEXT EVENTS:  

As winter draws to a close, our first events that are 

on the schedule are April 21, 2018 at Wild Walls in 

Spokane, Washington and April 22, 2018 in 

Moscow, Idaho.  See below for more information! 

 

NEED A SPECIAL PROJECT? 

Many high school students are required to complete 

a “Senior Project” in order to meet the 
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qualifications to graduate from high school.  Also, 

Boy Scouts and other civic groups require their 

members to complete a special project to receive a 

special award, like the Eagle Scout award.  If you 

know someone who is in need of a special project, 

Eagle Scout project, etc., and they would like to 

organize one of our events, we would be happy to 

support them. 

YEAR END REPORT:  

During calendar year 2017, Courageous Kids 

Climbing conducted 15 events with 131-people 

participating.  In addition to our usual climbing 

events, we also coordinated a tour of an A-10 

fighter jet for the Idaho Air National Guard and an 

ice skating opportunity with the Idaho IceCats 

junior hockey team.  Following is a breakdown of 

the events with the number of participants. 

Wings Center, Boise, ID – 9 

Wild Walls, Spokane, WA – 14 

Univ. Idaho, Moscow, ID – 10 

A-10 Tour, Boise, ID. – 11 

Camp Pinewood, McCall, ID – 9 

Wounded Warriors, Boise, ID – 3 

YMCA Camp, Cascade, ID – 1 

Action Sports, Bakersfield, CA – 19 

Univ. Antelope Val., Lancaster, CA – 15 

Cent. Wash. Univ. Ellensburg, WA – 10 

YMCA Camp Colman, WA – 2 

YMCA, Caldwell, ID – 9 

Teton Rock Gym, Driggs, ID – 0 

YMCA, Spokane Valley, WA – 9 

Ice Skating, McCall, ID – 10 

   

In the four years that we have been offering these 

opportunities, we have conducted 29 events in 

which 301 people have participated. 

We set up a slackline for the Idaho chapter of the 

National Federation for the Blind convention in 

Boise this past spring. Several people walked the 

slackline during this opportunity. 

In October, we were invited by The Idaho 

Partnerships Conference on Human Services at 

Boise State University to give a presentation on 

how climbing benefits children with special needs. 

In addition to media coverage in several local 

newspapers and magazines, CKC was highlighted 

for their work with firefighters in an article on the 

Firefighter Nation website.  

Jeff’s Slackline has participated in ten events in 

which they visited schools, scouting programs and a 

church, reaching over 600 kids. (See photos below.) 

 

This past year, the University of Idaho awarded its 

first ever Courageous Kids Scholarship to Jamie 

Waters.  A second scholarship has been added by 

the University of Antelope Valley in Lancaster, 

California.  Both of these universities host one of 

our annual events.  Please help us spread the word 

and encourage students with special needs to apply 

for these scholarships. 

https://www.facebook.com/CourageousKidsScholar

shipFund/  

In hope of receiving contributions, we participated 

in the annual IDAHO GIVES event in May (also 

setting up a display of our equipment including a 

slackline for the kids to walk at the community 

event in McCall – shown in the photo below).  In 

addition to this event, we have also received 

contributions from the Ridley’s Market Rewards 

Program, several individuals, businesses and a 

foundation to support our efforts. 

https://www.facebook.com/CourageousKidsScholarshipFund/
https://www.facebook.com/CourageousKidsScholarshipFund/
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FUTURE GOALS:   

The following are our goals for 2018: 

• Increase the number of participants in all of our 

events. 

• Add at least one more scholarship fund. 

• Continue providing ice skating opportunities for 

people with special needs as well as slackline 

events through Jeff’s Slackline. 

• Conduct one continuing education class for 

physical and occupational therapists. 

RESEARCH INTERN:   

In addition to providing climbing opportunities to 

people with special needs, we also like to help as 

many other people as possible.  As an example, for 

the past two years, our friends at the University of 

Idaho’s Center for Disabilities and Human 

Development has tasked a research intern to 

organize our events at the University’s Climbing 

Center.  The student(s) do all of the work and have 

set up a program in Moscow that continues to grow! 

 

This year we welcome Mazie Moser to our posse 

of volunteers and look forward to working with her 

in organizing another outstanding event in Moscow.  

(In the photo above, the glass tower to the right of 

the UI sign is the University’s Climbing Center, 

which includes a 55-foot tall climbing tower!  

Several courageous climbers have climbed to the 

top of this tower! 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  

Each summer, we conduct an outdoor event at the 

YMCA Camp at Horsethief Reservoir near 

Cascade, Idaho.  Because of the many different 

opportunities for the courageous climbers, we rent 

the facility to ensure that it is available.  We have 

made the initial $80.00 deposit for the 2018 event, 

but are still short #320.00 to reserve it.  If you can 

help us cover this expense, send a check for 

whatever amount to, “MCIC – Courageous Kids 

Climbing” C/O Jeff Riechmann, 300 Mountain 

Cove Court, McCall, Idaho 83638-4501. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION:  

At several of our events, we are joined by physical 

and occupational therapists.  With their expertise, 

we are able to encourage several of the courageous 

climbers to climb in a more meaningful manner.  

We soon learned, that there are very few, if any, 

training programs for therapists in how to use 

climbing walls and use them safely.  As a result, we 

are working with the Children’s Therapy Place in 

Boise to develop a continuing education program 

for physical and occupational therapists in how to 

include a climbing wall in their treatment plan.  

Drop us a note if you would like more information. 

 

FUTURE EVENTS - 2018 SCHEDULE 

➢ April 13, 2018 – Crown Point Elementary 

School – Kuna, Idaho.  All day slacklining event 

for all students utilizing our indoor slack-rack. 

➢ April 14, 2018 – The Rock Gym – Rexburg, ID 

10:00 am until noon.  The event is being 
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conducted for HAS Inc.  This will be our first 

visit to Rexburg! 

➢ April 21, 2018 - Wild Walls - Spokane, WA. 

10:00 am until noon.  This is our 3rd annual 

event for this facility! Spokane Fire Department 

has been an awesome supporter of this event. 

➢ April 22, 2018 – University of Idaho - Moscow, 

ID. 10:00 am until noon.  This is our 4th annual 

event at the University of Idaho.  These events 

are organized by student research interns at the 

Centers for Disabilities and Human 

Development.  (See above announcement.)  The 

technical rescue team from the Pullman (WA) 

Fire Department has expressed an interest in 

supporting this event – more to follow. 

➢ May 19, 2018 – Camp Pinewood - McCall, ID. 

10:00 am until noon.  This will be our 3rd 

annual event in the outdoor boulder field at 

Camp Pinewood, next to the Payette River.  We 

also set up a slackline for this event.  It is held 

RAIN OR SHINE!  If it rains, we will hide 

under the canopy that our Eagle Scout friend 

Noah built for us! 

 

➢ May 20, 2018 - Wings Center - Boise, ID. 10:00 

am until noon.  This is our 4th visit to Wings 

Center!  It is also one of our more popular 

events with the kids.  In addition to the “usual” 

climbing walls, the facility also has climbing 

walls built out of old tires; a cargo net for 

climbing and a rope ladder. 

➢ June 23, 2018 – Action Sports - Bakersfield, 

CA. 10:00 am until noon.  This is our 3rd annual 

event (and 4th event) held in Bakersfield.  This 

event is pretty popular with the local rescue 

teams from Kern County, which really enjoy 

spending time with the courageous climbers!   

➢ June 24, 2018 – Los Angeles Sheriff’s 

Department Search and Rescue Team’s mobile 

climbing wall be at the University of Antelope 

Valley Parkview Campus in Lancaster, CA.  

from 10:00 am until noon.  This will be our 2nd 

visit to Lancaster.  In addition to their climbing 

wall, the local sheriff officers also bring out a 

variety of emergency vehicles for the kids to 

check out.   

➢ July 21, 2018 – We once again return to the 

YMCA Camp at Horsethief Reservoir, near 

Cascade, Idaho for climbing on their climbing 

tower and rope confidence course.  This event 

happens RAIN OR SHINE!  It will run from 

1:00 pm until 4:00 pm. 

➢ August 11, 2018 – We will be returning to 

Central Washington University for our 3rd 

annual climbing event in Ellensburg, WA.  This 

event will run from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm at the 

University’s climbing facility. 

➢ August 12, 2018 – Once again, we will continue 

our trek through Washington state, traveling to 

the coast as we host our 2nd annual outdoor 

climb at YMCA Camp Colman in Longbranch.  

This event will run from 10:00 am until noon. 

➢ September 9, 2018 – Teton Rock Gym - Driggs, 

ID.  This will be our third annual event in 

Driggs and will run from 1:00 pm until 3:00 

pm…yes, a time change.  We are trying 

different things in an effort to grow this event.  

Teton County Fire District is looking forward to 

supporting this event. 

➢ September 22, 2018 – YMCA at Spokane 

Valley, Washington.  This second annual event 

will run from 1:00pm until 3:00 pm. 

➢ Date to be announced:  We are working on a 

second annual Climbing on Stuff event for the 

visually-challenged in the Treasure Valley of 

Idaho.  Last year it was an A-10 fighter jet with 

the Idaho Air National Guard. 

➢ Date to be announced – The Idaho IceCats will 

be hosting another ice skating session with our 

courageous climbers on a date yet to be 

determined, most likely in September 2018. 
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For more information on Courageous Kids 

Climbing or to reserve a spot for your child at one 

of our events, or to volunteer or sponsor an event 

(T-shirts for the kids), send an e-mail to 

JeffRiechmann@cs.com or please visit Courageous 

Kids Climbing on Facebook. 

Please feel free to share our newsletter with anyone 

who might be interested. 

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS: 

To see more photos from our events, visit  

https://www.facebook.com/CourageousKidsClimbi

ng/  

JEFF’S SLACKLINE 

Jeff’s Slackline is available to support events and 

organizations in West Central Idaho.  (In certain 

situations, we may travel a little bit farther!) Invite 

us to attend your scouting event, visit your school, 

church or other activity.  As with all Courageous 

Kids Climbing events, there is no charge! 

https://www.facebook.com/JeffsSlackline/  

Thank you to our friends at B4Adventure for 

contributing a 50-foot outdoor slackline with 

training line to our ever-growing cache of 

equipment!  This will come in handy at our outdoor 

events!  (Have you scheduled yours yet?) 

Here are a few photos from some recent slacklining 

events. 

 

Grangeville Elementary and Middle School, 

Grangeville, ID. October 26 and 27, 2017. Over 400 

students participated in this event.  7th and 8th 

graders also learned about the role of sight and 

hearing in maintaining balance. 

 

“Self-portraits of Slackliners” that we helped the 

Meadows Valley kindergarten students make and 

then hung them on a “slackline” in their classroom! 

 

Meadows Valley School, New Meadows, ID. 

November 6, 2017. 80 Students participated in this 

event. 

COURAGEOUS KIDS CLIMBING 

is a member of the 

McCall Community Improvement Corp., 

an Idaho non-profit organization. 

RISE ABOVE! 
Like us on Facebook! 

mailto:JeffRiechmann@cs.com
https://www.facebook.com/CourageousKidsClimbing/
https://www.facebook.com/CourageousKidsClimbing/
https://www.facebook.com/JeffsSlackline/

